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WORLD RELIEF
c'% CANADA

CULTIVATING HOPE, GROWING COMMUNITIES

January 2010

Pastor Stan Seagren
Westdale Reformed Church
201 Paradise Road North
Hamilton, ON L8S 3T3
Dear Pastor Seagren,

Thank you for your generous gift of $12,504.70 in response to the Haiti earthquake. Your financial gift
will help save the lives of many families in this emergency disaster.

Haiti, the poorest nation in the western hemisphere, has suffered from several major disasters in
recent years, including deadly hurricanes and floods. Your generosity will help support us and our
implementing partner World Relief US to assist many people who are going to be left in a desperate
situation as a result of the quake.

Your support will enable us to demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ and carry His restoration to
thousands who desperately need help today.

For the latest Haiti updates go to - www.wrcanada.org/news/quick-news
Thank you!

In His service,

Laurie Cook
CEO
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310-600 Alden Road, Markham, ON L3R 0E7 TEL: 805-415-8181 TOLL FREE: 1-800-567-8130 www.wrcanada.org
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World Relief Canada is extremely grateful for your prayers and CIDA-matched financial support
of over $700,000 toward the Haiti Earthquake relief efforts. We ask
for your continued support as we address ongoing needs and provide
long term rehabilitative assistance through our implementing Integral
partner World Relief US.

Across sectors—health care, food, sanitation, etc., aid workers
are expressing signs of transition from meeting the most basic &
emergency needs. While continuing to provide food, shelter and water, responders are moving into
primary care support, nutrition and other rehabilitation and recovery activities.

Unaccompanied children continue to be a huge concern. Child protection
groups are working hard to ensure children are well-cared for and that every
avenue to reunite them with their families is taken. The long-term goal is to
strengthen and reunite families and enable them to care for their own children.
Pray for children—incredibly vulnerable as people are displaced. Pray for their
protection from abuse or negligence. Pray for reunification with their families
who have been separated.

World Relief received 60 tons of food—beans, rice, oil and salt—from the World Food
Program in late January. This allowed local churches and organizations to serve more than 110,000
meals in just a few days.

Even before the earthquake, roughly only half of Haitians had sustainable access to clean
water. World Relief is working on a number of water projects as well as distributing packaged
water. They are working with partners to drill bore holes and insert submersible pumps. The goal
is to establish five water points each serving around 500 people from the surrounding community.

World Relief is providing shelter in the coming weeks—initially
working to get 5,000 temporary housing tarps or tents to distribute in
communities.

We are beginning to provide emotional and psychosocial support to
our staft in Haiti. Psychosocial support will continue to be a significant need in the commg
months. Please pray for the people grieving for lost loved ones and who are experiencing the
effects of trauma.

Every Tuesday, World Kelief’ Canada invites you to stop for one minute at exactly 4:53 p.m.—the
moment the quake hit—and pray for Haiti, the survivors, the churches and all the relief teams in
Port-au-Prince. Join us for one minute in prayer—and invite your friends to do the same.

Continue to follow the Haiti response on our website at http://www wrcanada.org/and special
onsite reports at http:/twitter.com/worldreliefNEXT

World Relief Canada continues to need your support for rehabilitation in Haiti. To donate online
go to http://www.wrcanada.org/donate or call 1-800-567-8190 toll-free.

World Relief Canada, 310-600 Alden Road, Markham, ON T3KOF
Website: www.wreanada.org « Phone: 1-800-367-8190 « Fax: (905) 415-0287
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The Thres
Trees

Once there were three trees on a hill in
the woods. They were discussing their hopes and
dreams when the first tree said, "Someday | hope
to be a treasure chest. | could be filled with gold,
gilver and precious gems. | could be decorated
with intricate carving and everyone would see the
beauty." Then the second tree said, "Someday |
will be a mighty ship. | will take kings and queens
across the waters and sail to the corners of the
world. Everyone will feel safe in me because of the
strength of my hull." Finally the third tree said, "
want to grow to be the tallest and straightest
tree in the forest. People will see me on top of the
hill and look up to my branches, and think of the
heavens and God and how close to them | am
reaching. | will be the greatest tree of all time and
people will always remember me."

After a few years of praying that their
dreams would come true, a group of woodsmen
came upon the trees. When one came to the first
tree he said, "This looks like a strong tree, | think |
should be able to sell the wood to a carpenter,”
and he began cutting it down. The tree was happy,
because he knew that the carpenter would make
him into a treasure chest.

At the second tree the woodsman said,
"This looks like a strong tree, | should be able to
sell it to the shipyard." The second tree was
happy because he knew he was on his way to
becoming a mighty ship.

When the woodsmen came upon the third
tree, the tree was frightened because he knew
that if they cut him down his dreams would not
come true. One of the woodsmen said, "l don’t
need anything special from my tree, I'll take this
one," and he cut it down. When the first tree
arrived at the carpenter’s, he was made into a
feed box for animals. He was then placed in a barn
and filled with hay. This was

not at all what he had prayed forl

The second tree was cut and made into a
small fishing boat. His dreams of being a mighty
ship and carrying kings had come to an end. The
third tree was cut into large pieces and left alone
in the dark. The years went by, and the trees
forgot about their dreams.

Then one day, a man and woman came to
the barn. She gave birth and they placed the baby
in the hay in the feed box that was made from the
first tree. The man wished that he could have
made a crib for the baby, but this manger would
have to do. The tree could feel the importance of
this event and knew that it had held the greatest
treasure of all time.

Years later, a group of men got in the
fishing boat made from the second tree. One of
them was tired and went to sleep. While they
were out on the water, a great storm arose and
the tree didn't think it was strong enough to keep
the men safe. The men woke the sleeping man, and
He stood and said "Peace" and the storm
stopped. At this time, the tree knew that it had
carried the King of Kings in its boat.

Finally, someone came and got the third
tree. It was carried through the streets as the
people mocked the man who was carrying it. When
they came to a stop, the man was nailed to the
tree and raised in the air to die at the top of a
hill. When Sunday came, the tree came to realize
that it was strong enough to stand at the top of
the hill and be as close to God as was possible,
because Jesus had been crucified on it.

The moral of this story is that when things
don’t seem to be going your way, always know
that God has a plan for you. If you place your
trust in Him, He will give you great gifts. Each of
the trees got what they wanted, just not in the
way they had imagined. We don’t always know
what God's plans are for us. We just know that
His ways are not our ways, but His ways are
always best.

As everyone knows...| spent years driving tour bus
and met many interesting people. One of them
sent me this a few years back and | thought |
would share it with everyone. ...Marianne Vogel
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March 2010

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday

7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13.
8:45am praise team | 9:30 a.m. Bocce 9:30am Coffee | 7:00pm Youth Band
10:00am worship Ball Break/Story Prayer Meeting: MARCH BREAK - 7:00 am Men'’s
10:00am Comfy 7:00 p.m. Bell Hr/Little Lambs | 7:30pm Silent 7:30pm Choir NO YOUTH Bible Study
Couch Church (Sr. Y) | Ministry 7:30pm Mark Prayers; 8:00pm PROGRAMS

Study Corporate Prayers
14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20.

9:30 a.m. Bocce 8:30a-12:30pm 7:00pm Youth 7:00 am Men’s
8:45am praise team | Ball Service project | Band 7:00pm Talking MARCH BREAK - | Bible Study
10:00am worship 7:00 p.m. Bell at Christian 6:30pm Elders Faith Group NO YOUTH 8am-5pm

Ministry Gleaners for 7:00pm Deacons PROGRAMS Crossculture 2010

Sr. Youth 8:00pm Consistory | 7:30pm Choir (Ir/Sr Youth)
21. 8:45am praise 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27.
team 9:30 a.m. Bocce 9:30am Coffee
10:00am worship Ball Break/Story 7:00pm Youth 7:00pm Talking 7:00pm Gems, 7:00 am Men’s
7:00 p.m. Bell Hr/Little Lambs | Band Faith Group Cadets Bible Study
Ministry 7:30pm Mark 7:30pm Choir **Jr. & Sr. Youth **Jr/Sr Youth 30 Hr
Study 30 Hr Famine Famine
28. 29. 30. 31. April 1. 2. 3.
PALM SUNDAY 9:30 a.m. Bocce 9:30am Coffee GOOD FRIDAY
8:45am praise team | Ball Break/Story 7:00pm Youth WORSHIP 7:00 am Men'’s
10:00am worship 7:00 p.m. Bad Girls | Hr/Little Lambs | Band 7:30pm Choir 10am Bible Study
2:30pm Central Park | of the Bible Study
Lodge @ Patty Beukema'’s
6:00pm Prayer Time | 7:00 p.m. Bell
**Newsletter Y, Ministry
items due g
4. 5. 6. 9:30am 7. 8. 9. 10.
EASTER SUNDAY 9:30 a.m. Bocce Coffee 7:00pm Youth 7:00pm Gems,
7:30am Sunrise Serv | Ball Break/Story Band 7:30pm Choir Cadets 7:00 am Men's
followed by pancake | 7:00 p.m. Bell Hr/Little Lambs 7:00pm Jr. Youth Bible Study
breakfast g | Ministry 7:30pm Mark | 7:30 p.m. Elders
10:00am s Study Meeting

v

Easter worship






